
Name of proposal: Transmitting Musical Heritage: Co-producing writing. 
 
Person leading the proposal: Kate Pahl and Fay Hield with John Ball and Tony Bowring. 
Kate Pahl is the PI on the project and John Ball and Tony Bowring are freelance 
musicians/academics. 
 
Proposed Activities: We would like to use the bursary to fund writing time for John Ball and 
Tony Bowring to work on a book chapter that will be about the process of co-producing with 
musicians and exploring the question ‘What is Transmitting Musical Heritage’. We would be 
keen to make this an interactive process. As both John and Tony are freelance, in order to 
involve them in this process of writing, they require buy out time.  
 
How it went 
 
We have now produced a nearly final draft of a chapter on Co-producing musical heritage, 
which was co-produced in a series of three four hour sessions over a period of time, using 
Google docs. Tony Bowring and John Ball participated in all of these, and presented the 
project a the micro-legacies day in Sheffield on the 15th january 
 
This micro-legacy project involved describing and reflecting on the Transmitting Musical 
Heritage project through a process of co-writing. The team were pursuing an analogy 
between collaborative writing and music-making, thinking about improvisation, voice and 
rhythm for example. The text contains sections in a collective voice interspersed with 
individual passages from each of the authors.  
The process of doing the writing has served as a source of reflection on the nature of 
collaborative work. In doing so we have produced an archive of edits, changes and working 
together through Google docs, as well as the ‘final’ version. This has included the process of 
receiving feedback and learning to respond to constructive (academic) criticism. Although the 
writing will soon be finished on one level, there is the feeling of the work as a whole 
continuing. The sense of co-production to emerge is not about being a university or 
community person, but exploring a space in between.  
 
 


